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Check 
success of 
blinding 

Bernard1 +/-        - - +/- + - - -
Casaburi2 -        - - - +/- - - -
Coppoolse3 +        - - + + - - -
Martinez4 -        - - - + - - -
Mador5 +/-        +/- - - + +/- - -
Normandin6 -        - - - + - - -
Ortega7 +/-        - - - - - - -
Ries8 -        - - - + - - -
Rooyackers9 -        - - - - - - -
Sivori10 +        - - +/- + - - -
Spruit11 +/-        +/- - - + - + -
Vallet12 +        - - - + - - -
Vogiatzis13 +/-        - + - + - - -
Wurtem-
berger14 

+        - - - - - - -

+ Item properly addressed; +/- Item partially addressed; - Item not addressed. 

Items “blinding of treatment providers” and “blinding of patients” rated as “not applicable” and therefore omitted from table. 
1 14 of 18 trials were included in the quality assessment. 4 trials were only available as abstracts and provided little details on internal validity. 
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