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SLEEP APNOEA AND HYPERTENSION:

PROOF AT LAST?

J R Stradling , J C T Pepperell , R J O Davies

Introductory article

Prospective study of the association between sleep-disordered
breathing and hypertension

P E Peppard, T Young, M Palta, J Skatrud

Background: Sleep-disordered breathing is prevalent in the general population and has
been linked to chronically elevated blood pressure in cross-sectional epidemiologic stud-
ies. We performed a prospective, population-based study of the association between
objectively measured sleep-disordered breathing and hypertension (defined as a
laboratory-measured blood pressure of at least 140/90 mm Hg or the use of antihyperten-
sive medications). Methods: We analyzed data on sleep-disordered breathing, blood pres-
sure, habitus, and health history at baseline and after four years of follow-up in 709
participants of the Wisconsin Sleep Cohort Study (and after eight years of follow-up in the
case of 184 of these participants). Participants were assessed overnight by 18-channel
polysomnography for sleep-disordered breathing, as defined by the apnea-hypopnea index
(the number of episodes of apnea and hypopnea per hour of sleep). The odds ratios for
the presence of hypertension at the four-year follow-up study according to the
apnea-hypopnea index at baseline were estimated after adjustment for baseline
hypertension status, body-mass index, neck and waist circumference, age, sex, and
weekly use of alcohol and cigarettes. Results: Relative to the reference category of an
apnea-hypopnea index of 0 events per hour at base line, the odds ratios for the presence
of hypertension at follow-up were 1.42 (95% CI 1.13 to 1.78) with an apnea-hypopnea
index of 0.1 to 4.9 events per hour at baseline as compared with none, 2.03 (95% CI 1.29
to 3.17) with an apnea-hypopnea index of 5.0 to 14.9 events per hour, and 2.89 (95% CI
1.46 to 5.64) with an apnea-hypopnea index of 15.0 or more events per hour. Conclusions:
We found a dose-response association between sleep-disordered breathing at baseline
and the presence of hypertension four years later that was independent of known
confounding factors. The findings suggest that sleep-disordered breathing is likely to be a
risk factor for hypertension and consequent cardiovascular morbidity in the general popu-
lation. (N Engl J Med 2000;342:1378-84)
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been a source of debate for over 20 years, since early case series of patients with OSA

found a high prevalence of clinical hypertension.' > However, OSA and hypertension
share a remarkable number of risk factors. In particular, hypertension is known to be related to
obesity (dominantly upper body obesity’ *), age,” alcohol consumption,”® smoking,’ exercise
levels,” and caffeine consumption.''™ OSA is also associated with upper body obesity,"* age,” '
alcohol consumption,'” and smoking'®; such patients are sleepy,” likely to take less exercise, and
drink about three times more caffeine.”” Disentangling these known confounding variables is
extremely difficult, and this difficulty has been the main source of uncertainty over data
published in this area.”** Even if the known confounders can be allowed for, there may be others
that have not yet been discovered. Our concern for unknown confounders is not entirely
theoretical since the issue of increased caffeine consumption confounding blood pressure
relationships in patients with OSA (presumably to try and alleviate sleepiness) has only very
recently been explored.” Caffeine has been shown to have significant effects on blood pressure
acutely; in one study non-coffee drinkers received 250 mg caffeine and, on average, their systolic
blood pressure rose 14 mm Hg and the diastolic pressure 10 mm Hg."' In a second study 19% of
subjects with blood pressure initially at the higher end of the normal range crossed the
hypertensive threshold following 3.3 mg/kg of caffeine.”” The effects of chronic caffeine
consumption are less clear”” and, to our knowledge, there are no data on the effects of acute

The issue of whether obstructive sleep apnoea (OSA) causes diurnal hypertension has
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withdrawal such as might occur when the sleepiness caused
by OSA resolves with nasal continuous positive airway
pressure (nCPAP) treatment.

OSA clearly causes night time rises in arterial blood
pressure” and this is not in dispute. It is whether there is a
carryover effect into the day, with all the known detrimental
effects of systemic hypertension, that is in question.

In addition to the problem of confounding variables, there
are other difficulties to be surmounted. Neither hypertension
nor OSA are well measured, leading to underestimates of any
correlation between them. The difficulties in measuring
hypertension are whether one-off or 24 hour assessments are
better predictors of morbidity, variability in the measurement
with time, and an uncertainty as to the most damaging aspect
of hypertension (mean levels, variability, absence of nocturnal
dipping™). The measurement difficulty for OSA occurs, not
only because of considerable night to night variation,” but also
because it is unclear what pathophysiological feature might be
a hypertensive agent. For example, is it really the apnoeas, or
might it be any associated nocturnal hypoxaemia (perhaps
related to its episodic nature, the mean levels, or falling below
critical thresholds), sleep fragmentation, increased pleural
pressure swings, or maybe small rises in Paco,”? Thus,
designing experiments or surveys to confidently establish
causal links between OSA and hypertension, and then
extrapolating to infer excess morbidity and mortality, is a task
littered with pitfalls. For these reasons such studies require
detailed scrutiny before they should be allowed to influence
clinical practice. A review of the methodological problems of
such studies has recently been published.”

Over the last two years there have been several papers that
have attempted to control for, and avoid, errors due to
confounding variables and other problems. First have been
simulations of OSA, or aspects of OSA, thus providing
matched control data with which to compare any effects due
to the OSA itself. Particularly elegant are the animal studies
on dogs in Phillipson’s laboratory in Toronto, showing that
acute onset simulated OSA clearly raises daytime blood
pressure over a few months by up to 15 mm Hg, which falls
again when normal nocturnal breathing is allowed to
return.” Replicating just the sleep fragmentation, although
similarly raising sleeping blood pressure, did not lead to a
rise in awake blood pressure.” This therefore suggested that
the attendant hypoxaemia, hypercapnia, or increased pleural
pressure swings—alone or in combination—were the likely
pathophysiological mechanisms. More recently the same
group have shown that similar periods of simulated OSA in
dogs impair left ventricular systolic performance, measured
during wakefulness by echocardiography.”

Studies on rats have implied that episodic hypoxia can raise
awake blood pressure,” although this effect is strain
dependent, suggesting the potential for different physiological
responses in different species. The rise in awake blood pressure
is of the order of 12 mm Hg is and blocked by carotid body
denervation, sympathetic nerve ablation, renal sympathectomy,
adrenal medullectomy, and an ACE inhibitor.”” Additional
hypercapnia did not seem to increase the awake hypertensive
effect of hypoxia. In humans a period of acute nocturnal
hypoxia (using hypobaric chambers) leads to a rise in heart
rate and blood pressure for about two hours after removal
from the hypoxia, compared with controls, but only in some
individuals.” This particular experiment did not fully control
for the differences in the degree of sleep fragmentation, and
hypocapnia (rather than hypercapnia) would have attended the
hypoxia. The authors concluded that peripheral chemo-
receptor stimulation was the likely explanation via increases in

sympathoadrenal activity (as evidenced by increased levels of
overnight urinary adrenaline but not noradrenaline), a
phenomenon already reported to occur at real altitude in less
well controlled experiments.”” The known interindividual
variations in hypoxic chemosensitivity” might then possibly
explain the interindividual variation in the hypertensive effect
of hypoxia found in the hypobaric chamber study.

Many authors have used clinic based case series to try to
prove an association between OSA and diurnal hypertension.
These have always fallen prey to the criticism that there has
been inadequate controlling for confounders. They have
usually employed multiple regression modelling techniques to
try to unravel independent associations. In general, the more
the controlling, the less is the independent effect of OSA on
blood pressure.” An unavoidable consequence of this
approach is that true cause and effect within closely correlated
variables such as obesity, blood pressure, and OSA are difficult
to establish. For example, if much of the previously established
association between blood pressure and obesity was in fact due
to the presence of OSA as the true causal factor, then allowing
for obesity first in multiple regression techniques will falsely
lower the contribution of OSA to the variance in blood
pressure. However, most well controlled series have suggested
that OSA is more likely to be an independent risk factor for
hypertension in younger patients.” ** A more recent study by
Lavie er al studied 2677 patients who had attended a specialist
sleep clinic over a 10 year period.” Confounders considered
were smoking, alcohol use, age, and body habitus (including
markers of upper body obesity), but exercise and caffeine
consumption were not considered. Hypertension was defined
as >140/90 or treatment with hypotensive medications,
although a separate analysis was performed excluding subjects
on such drugs. When corrected for age, sex and neck
circumference (the most influential marker of obesity on blood
pressure in this study), the apnoea-hypopnoea index (AHI)
remained significantly related to both diastolic (* = 0.22) and
systolic (* = 0.20) pressure. This model predicted that a
subject with an AHI of 60 should have a systolic pressure
6 mm Hg higher and a diastolic pressure 5 mm Hg higher
than a matched subject without OSA. The authors reported
similar results when indices of nocturnal hypoxia were used.

Another approach to bypass the problems of confounding
variables has been the use of case control studies. Davies et
al” matched 45 patients with OSA to 45 control subjects
without OSA from the community. They were matched for
age, sex, obesity, alcohol consumption, cigarette usage,
prevalence of diabetes, and a prior history of hypertension
and ischaemic heart disease. The matching was difficult as,
not surprisingly, many subjects matched to patients with
OSA had degrees of OSA themselves and had to be
discarded. The 24 hour blood pressure data showed that the
patients with OSA were clearly more hypertensive than the
control subjects (average daytime diastolic pressure
4.6 mm Hg higher), although this difference was less in the
afternoon and greatest in the more immediate post-sleep
period. This morning dominance of the OSA hypertensive
effect had been noted previously.* * Unfortunately, this case
control study was performed before the data on greater
caffeine consumption in patients with OSA were available,
and levels of physical activity were not controlled for.

Yet another further approach to circumvent confounding
variables has been to assess treatment effects following the
provision of nCPAP. This approach uses the patient as his
own control, but requires a valid placebo treated control
group as well. In addition, the effects of OSA on blood
pressure might not be reversible in the short term, if at all,

www. thoraxjnl.com

‘wbuAdoa Ag parosroid 1senb Aq $20z ‘sz |dy uo jwodfwg xeloyy/:dny woly papeojumoq "TO0Z Jagqwardas T uo se paysiignd 1Sy :xeloy L


http://thorax.bmj.com/

Sleep apnoea and hypertension: proof at last?

and a negative result might lead to incorrect assumptions as
to the size of any OSA effect. Furthermore, such studies
assume that any difference between treatment and control
will be due directly to the treatment alone. However,
following treatment of OSA, resolution of the sleepiness”
may have secondary effects on exercise levels and caffeine
consumption for which it is difficult to control. However,
three controlled studies of 24 hour blood pressure in patients
suffering from OSA treated with either active nCPAP or a
placebo have recently been carried out,”* (Becker HF,
Marburg, personal communication), all of which have shown
significant falls in awake blood pressures (in the region of
5 mm Hg), again particularly in the morning, compared with
control patients. Two of these studies found that the fall in
blood pressure during nCPAP treatment is greater in patients
in whom the original OSA is most severe, and one has
suggested that those already on hypotensive agents have a
larger fall in blood pressure (unpublished observations).
These falls in blood pressure are of a similar magnitude to
those seen in many trials of antihypertensive agents.*

Introductory article

Finally, we come to community based epidemiological studies
where every attempt has been made to control for all known
confounding variables. The introductory article by Peppard ez
al® is one such piece of work. In 1989 Young and her
associates in Wisconsin started looking at a community based
population of adult men and women with overnight
polysomnography. The population actually studied in this way
was enriched for likely OSA according to the results of six
pertinent questions from a four page questionnaire on sleep
habits and health history.'” The work provided data on the
prevalence of OSA and its association with a variety of
potential causes and consequences such as body weight,”
sleepiness,’® car accidents,”” and hypertension.””* A
conventional measure, AHI, was used to define the presence of
OSA, although an obstructive cause for any apnoeas and
hypopnoeas was not confirmed but was assumed. Hence,
Young and associates are careful to refer to sleep disordered
breathing rather than OSA.

The study by Peppard ez al is essentially a cross sectional
study looking at casual blood pressure and relating these
figures to sleep study data gathered four years previously. In
fact, because second sleep studies were done after four years
(n=709) with blood pressure data also recollected in a
subgroup at eight years (n=219), there were more four year
data points (n=893) than subjects (n=709) because 219
subjects had provided more than one set of data, having been
studied over two sequential four year periods. This approach
of using blood pressure measurements four years on from the
sleep study was taken as it was assumed that blood pressure
might take some time to rise in response to OSA, and thus a
stronger relationship would be likely.

Hypertension was assumed if hypotensive drugs were being
prescribed or if the casual blood pressure was above a certain
threshold: >140/90 for the main analysis although data for
>160/100 were also reported (approximately half of those
defined as hypertensive were receiving hypotensive therapy).
The subjects were put into four groups according to the AHI
score at the beginning of the four year follow up period: AHI
0/h (n=187), AHI 0.1-4.9/h (n=507), AHI 5.0-14.9/h
(n=132), and AHI =15/h (n=67). The mean blood pressures
at the four year follow up (and the baseline values) in these
four progressively more apnoeic groups were: 118/75 (120/79);
123/79 (124/82); 131/82 (130/84); and 129/81 (135/88). Note
that in the group with the most severe apnoea (AHI =15/h)

the mean blood pressures four years later were no higher than
baseline values, which suggests that an AHI of =15/h for four
years may not further raise blood pressure significantly.
However, an explanation for this may be that a higher
proportion of this group had started hypotensive drugs during
the previous four years (9/67 (13.4%) compared with 47/826
(5.7%) in the other groups, p=0.05), although it is not clear
from the paper whether knowledge of the initial blood pressure
or AHI influenced subsequent physician management and
thus the likelihood of being prescribed hypotensive drugs.

The main purpose of the study was to see if AHI was an
independent predictor of the prevalence of hypertension.
Using a blood pressure of =140/90 mm Hg (or on hypotensive
drugs), the prevalence of hypertension in the four OSA
severity groups was 17%, 28%, 48%, and 60%; and using a
blood pressure of =160/100 (or on hypotensive drugs), the
prevalence estimates were 10%, 17%, 28%, and 49%. Thus,
hypertension was in the region of four times more common in
the group with the highest AHI than in those with the lowest
AHI (it is worth noting that most cases of hypertension in the
former group were defined by hypotensive drug usage and,
indeed, the acrual blood pressure levels were slightly lower in
the group with the highest AHI than in those with the second
highest AHI, see previous paragraph). Needless to say, the
group with the highest AHI was also more obese than the
group with the lowest AHI (body mass index (BMI) 36 kg/m*
v 29 kg/m®). The authors present odds ratio data for the
presence of hypertension for the three groups of increasing
levels of AHI activity compared with the lowest AHI group,
progressively controlling for more and more potentially
confounding variables. Figure 1 shows these progressively
more corrected data for only the highest AHI group (AHI
=15/h) compared with the lowest (AHI 0/h). Although
estimates of weekly exercise are referred to in the text, it is not
specifically stated whether the reported odds ratios include
controlling for this potential confounding variable.
Furthermore, when this study was carried out, the effects of
increased caffeine consumption in subjects with OSA were not
known.” However, it is clear from this study that the presence
of OSA remains a significant independent risk factor for
daytime hypertension, even when most known confounding
variables have been allowed for. It seems unlikely, although in
theory possible, that other as yet unknown potential
confounders would reduce the odds ratio to a point of
statistical insignificance.

Odds ratio and 95% Cl
o

4
3+
2 -
1 | | | |
Baseline +Age + BMI, + Alcohol
hypertension and waist and and
status sex neck cigarette
circumference usage

Progressive adjustments

Figure 1 Odds ratios for the presence of hypertension according
to OSA status (AHI=15/h versus AHI 0/h) with progressive
adjustments for confounding variables. The final column allows for
all the variables listed. From Peppard et al.”
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Learning points

» Large arousal related transient rises in blood pressure occur at the end of each

obstructive apnoea.

» Daytime hypertension is common in OSA but these conditions share many common risk
factors and disentangling true cause and effect has been very difficult.
» Poor quantification of both hypertension and OSA will have reduced estimates of any

potential correlation.

» Case control and treatment studies in OSA strongly suggest a significant carryover of
hypertension into the day, mainly the morning.

» Epidemiological studies controlling for as many confounders as possible also strongly
suggest that even small amounts of OSA are an independent risk factor for daytime

hypertension.

» Potential candidates for provoking daytime hypertension in OSA are nocturnal hypoxia
or hypercapnia, increased ventilatory effort, and sleep fragmentation; the latter seems

the least likely explanation.

Lower odds ratios for the effect of AHI on hypertension
than those found in the study by Peppard er a/ have been
found in another large community based study published in
2000.” The Sleep Heart Health Study measured AHI in
6132 subjects and found that those with AHI values of =30/
h were 1.37 (95% CI 1.03 to 1.83) times more likely to have
hypertension (blood pressures =140/90 mm Hg or on
hypotensives) than those with an AHI of <1.5/h, after
allowing for most potentially confounding variables.
Measurements of hypoxia seemed slightly more predictive
(odds ratio 1.46) but are likely to have been more robust
than measurements of AHI.

Although the odds ratio of 2.89 found in the study by
Peppard et al is not enormous, in terms of actual cases of
hypertension it will have a profound effect given the overall
high prevalence of hypertension and, to a lesser extent, OSA
itself. For example, in the study population (not typical of
the general population due to enrichment for sleep apnoea
by prior questionnaire), the prevalence of hypertension
(blood pressures of =140/90 or on hypotensive drugs) in the
group with the lowest AHI was 32/187 (17%) compared with
278/893 (31%) in the whole group. If we use the adjusted
odds ratio, we can work out approximately how many extra
cases of hypertension in the three higher AHI groups there
might be as a result of this higher AHI activity. The
calculation gives 120 cases of hypertension of 706 (17%)
resulting from the “baseline” prevalence, about 80 from the
confounding variables such as obesity, and an extra 78 from
increased AHI. This is a truly staggering figure, implying, as
it does, that perhaps almost one third of the cases of
hypertension in this particular study population were
possibly related to higher AHI values.

Elucidating the mechanism of this effect was not part of this
study. However, the significant odds ratio in the low AHI
group (0.1-4.9/h) is still significant (1.42) and difficult to
understand. A few apnoeas per hour would seem unlikely to
increase greatly the number of overall arousals per hour, which
are already over 20 in most normal individuals during
polysomnography, and the hypoxic challenge is similarly
likely to be trivial. It may be that the AHI is simply a marker of
increases in upper airway resistance during sleep, representing
as it does only the more severe end of the spectrum of
pharyngeal narrowing during sleep. It may be that narrowing
of the pharynx, with increased inspiratory effort (with or

without snoring), could act as a hypertensive agent, perhaps
through increased pleural pressure swings (or hypercapnia)
across much more of the night than the brief periods of actual
apnoea or hypopnoea. There is some indirect evidence from
three community population based studies that this could be
the case.”™ The increased inspiratory effort and
subatmospheric pleural pressure will, on average, lower arterial
blood pressure (pulsus paradoxus) through the night, and
perhaps lead to compensation mechanisms to raise blood
pressure that carry over into the day.

Conclusions

What then can we conclude, other than that 2000 was a
bumper year for high quality studies on sleep apnoea and
hypertension? It now seems almost beyond all reasonable
doubt that OSA is an independent risk factor for diurnal
hypertension, and that this has more than trivial consequences
at a public health level. It is yet to be proven that hypertension
due to OSA has the same adverse cardiovascular effects as
hypertension from other causes.” This seems likely, but there
is some preliminary evidence in this area to suggest it may
not.” Furthermore, until a better treatment for OSA is
available, it seems unlikely that large numbers of asymptomatic
individuals will use nCPAP to lower their blood pressure by
about 5 mm Hg if there are no daytime symptoms to be
improved as well. A hypotensive drug is likely to be the
preferable alternative, and innumerable studies have shown the
benefit from this approach.* Obesity is at the root of much of
the cardiovascular pathology discussed here—either directly or
via OSA—and should be the primary target for intervention.
We urgently need effective strategies to prevent and reverse the
serious problem of rising obesity. No one could argue that the
mean (SD) BMI of 30 (7) kg/m’ seen in the Wisconsin study is
not a major health hazard of our time.

References
1 Guilleminault C , Tilkian A, Dement WC. The sleep apnea syndromes.
Ann Rev Med 1976;27:465-84.
2 Guilleminault C , Cummiskey J, Dement WC. Sleep apnea syndrome:
recent advances. Adv Int Med 1980;26:347-72.
3 Weinsier RL , Norris DJ, Birch R, et al. The relative contribution of body
fat and fat pattern to blood pressure level. Hypertension 1984;7:578-85.

www. thoraxjnl.com

‘wbuAdoa Ag parosroid 1senb Aq $20z ‘sz |dy uo jwodfwg xeloyy/:dny woly papeojumoq "TO0Z Jagqwardas T uo se paysiignd 1Sy :xeloy L


http://thorax.bmj.com/

Sleep apnoea and hypertension: proof at last?

N

o

o

~

o]

©

10

1

=

1

N

13

14

1

(5]

16

17

18

1

©

2

o

2

[y

22

2

w

24

25

26

2

BN

28

2

©

3|

o

31

32

33

34

Stanton JL , Braitman LE, Riley AM, et al. Demographic, dietary, life
style, and anthropometric correlates of blood pressure. Hypertension
1982;4(Suppl 111):135-42.

Miall WE, Lovell HG. Relation between change of blood pressure and
age. BMJ 1967;2:660—4.

Beilin LJ , Arkwright PD. Alcohol and hypertension. In: Robertson JIS,
ed. Handbook of hypertension. Volume 1. Clinical aspects of essential
hypertension. North Holland: Elsevier, 1983:44-63.

Klatsky AL , Friedman GD, Siegelaub AB, et al. Alcohol consumption
and blood pressure: Kaiser-Permanente multiphasic health examination
data. N Engl J Med 1977;296:1194-201.

Tsuruta M, Adachi H, Hirai Y, et al. Association between alcohol intake
and development of hypertension in Japanese normotensive men:
12-year follow-up study. Am J Hypertens 2000;13:482—7.

Verdecchia P, Schillaci G, Borgioni C, et al. Cigarette smoking,
ambulatory blood pressure and cardiac hypertrophy in essential
hypertension. J Hypertens 1995;13:1209-15.

lwane M, Arita M, Tomimoto S, et al. Walking 10,000 steps/day or more
reduces blood pressure and sympathetic nerve activity in mild essential
hypertension. Hypertens Res 2000; 23:573-80.

Robertson D , Frolich JC, Carr RK, et al. Effects of caffeine on plasma
renin activity, catecholamines and blood pressure. N Engl J Med
1978;298:181-6.

Hartley TR, Sung BH, Pincomb GA, et al. Hypertension risk status and
effect of caffeine on blood pressure. Hypertension 2000;36:137—41.
Nurminen ML , Niittynen L, Korpela R, et al. Coffee, caffeine and blood
pressure: a critical review. Eur J Clin Nutr 1999;53:831-9.

Davies RJ, Stradling JR. The relationship between neck circumference,
radiographic pharyngeal anatomy, and the obstructive sleep apnoea
syndrome. Eur Respir J 1990;3:509-14.

Stradling JR , Crosby JH. Predictors and prevalence of obstructive
sleep apnoea and snoring in 1001 middle aged men. Thorax
1991;46:85-90.

Young T, Palta M, Dempsey J, et al. The occurrence of
sleep-disordered breathing among middle-aged adults. N Engl J Med
1993;328:1230-5.

Issa FG, Sullivan CE. Alcohol, snoring and sleep apnea. J Neurol
Neurosurg Psychiatry 1982;45:353-9.

Kauffmann F , Annesi I, Neukirch F, et al. The relation between snoring
and smoking, body mass index, age, alcohol consumption and
respiratory symptoms. Eur Respir J 1989;2:599-603.

Jenkinson C , Davies RJ, Mullins R, et al. Comparison of therapeutic
and subtherapeutic nasal continuous positive airway pressure for
obstructive sleep apnoea: a randomised prospective parallel trial. Lancet
1999;353:2100-5.

Bardwell WA , Ziegler MG, Ancoli-Israel S, et al. Does caffeine confound
relationships among adrenergic tone, blood pressure and sleep apnoea?
J Sleep Res 2000;9:269-72.

Stradling JR . Sleep apnoea and systemic hypertension. Thorax
1989;44:984-9.

Waller PC, Bhopal RS. Is snoring a cause of vascular disease? An
epidemiological review. Lancet 1989;i:143-6.

Fletcher EC . The relationship between systemic hypertension and
obstructive sleep apnea: facts and theory. Am J Med 1995;98:118-28.
Weiss JW, Remsburg S, Garpestad E, et al. Hemodynamic
consequences of obstructive sleep apnea. Sleep 1996;19:388-97.
Stradling J , Davies RJ. Sleep apnea and hypertension—what a mess!
Sleep 1997;20:789-93.

Wright J , Johns R, Watt |, et al. Health effects of obstructive sleep
apnoea and the effectiveness of continuous positive airways pressure: a
systematic review of the research evidence. BMJ 1997;314:851-60.
Shepard JW . Gas exchange and hemodynamics during sleep. Med Clin
North Am 1985;69:1243-64.

O'Brien E, Sheridan J, O’Malley K. Dippers and non-dippers. Lancet
1988;ii:397.

Stradling JR , Mitchell J. Reproducibility of home oximetry tracings. J
Ambulatory Mon 1989;2:203-8.

Pepperell JCT , Davies RJO, Stradling JR. Systemic hypertension and
obstructive sleep apnoea: a review. Sleep Med Rev 2001(in press).
Brooks D , Horner RL, Kozar LF, et al. Obstructive sleep apnea as a
cause of systemic hypertension. Evidence from a canine model. J Clin
Invest 1997;99:106-9.

Brooks D , Horner RL, Kimoff RJ, et al. Effect of obstructive sleep
apnea versus sleep fragmentation on responses to airway occlusion. Am
J Respir Crit Care Med 1997;155:1609-17.

Parker JD, Brooks D, Kozar LF, et al. Acute and chronic effects of
airway obstruction on canine left ventricular performance. Am J Respir
Crit Care Med. 1999;160:1888-96.

Fletcher EC, Lesske J, Qian W, et al. Repetitive, episodic hypoxia causes
diurnal elevation of blood pressure in rats. Hypertension 1992;19:555-61.

36

37

38

3

©

4

o

a1

42

43

4

EN

4

o

4

[e2]

4

hay]

48

A

©

5

o

51

52

53

5

I

55

56

5

J

58

59

60

61

Lesske J, Fletcher EC, Bao G, et al. Hypertension caused by chronic
intermittent hypoxia: influence of chemoreceptors and sympathetic
nervous system. J Hypertens 1997;15:1593-603.

Arabi Y, Morgan BJ, Goodman B, et al. Daytime blood pressure
elevation after nocturnal hypoxia. J Appl Physiol 1999;87:689-98.
Wolfel EE, Selland MA, Mazzeo RS, et al. Systemic hypertension at
4300 m is related to sympathoadrenal activity. J Appl Physiol
1994;76:1643-50.

Lahiri S, Maret K, Sherpa MG. Dependence of high altitude sleep
apnea on ventilatory sensitivity to hypoxia. Respir Physiol
1983;52:281-301.

Millman RP , Redline S, Carlisle CC, et al. Daytime hypertension in
obstructive sleep apnea. Prevalence and contributing risk factors. Chest
1991,99:861-6.

Gislason T, Aberg H, Taube A. Snoring and systemic hypertension: an
epidemiological study. Acta Med Scand 1987;222:415-21.

Grote L, Hedner J, Peter JH. Sleep-related breathing disorder is an
independent risk factor for uncontrolled hypertension. J Hypertens
2000;18:679-85.

Lavie P, Herer P, Hoffstein V. Obstructive sleep apnoea syndrome as a
risk factor for hypertension: population study. BMJ 2000;320:479-82.
Davies CWH, Crosby JH, Mullins RL, et al. Case-control study of 24
hour ambulatory blood pressure in patients with obstructive sleep
apnoea and normal matched control subjects. Thorax 2000;55:736-40.
Grunstein R , Wilcox I, Yang TS, et al. Snoring and sleep apnoea in
men: association with central obesity and hypertension. Int J Obes Relat
Metab Disord 1993;17:533-40.

Hoffstein V , Mateika J. Evening-to-morning blood pressure variations in
snoring patients with and without obstructive sleep apnea. Chest
1992;101:379-84.

Faccenda JF, Mackay TW, Boon NA, et al. Randomized
placebo-controlled trail of continuous positive airway pressure on blood
pressure in the sleep apnea-hypopnea syndrome. Am J Respir Crit Care
Med 2001;163:344-8.

Pepperell JCT , Mullins B, Dow SR, et al. Blood pressure change after
treatment for obstructive sleep apnoea (OSA) with continuous positive
airway pressure (CPAP). Am J Respir Crit Care Med 2000;161:A213.
Collins R, Peto R, MacMahon S, et al. Blood pressure, stroke, and
coronary heart disease. Part 2. Short-term reductions in blood pressure:
overview of randomised drug trials in the epidemiological context.
Lancet 1990;335:827-38.

Peppard PE, Young T, Palta M, Skatrud J. Prospective study of the
association between sleep-disordered breathing and hypertension. N
Engl J Med 2000;342:1378-84.

Peppard PE, Young T, Palta M, et al. Longitudinal study of moderate
weight change and sleep-disordered breathing. JAMA 2000;284:3015-21.
Young T, Blustein J, Finn L, et al. Sleep-disordered breathing and motor
vehicle accidents in a population-based sample of employed adults.
Sleep 1997;20:608-13.

Hla KM, Young TB, Bidwell T, et al. Sleep apnea and hypertension. Ann
Intern Med 1994;120:382-8.

Young T, Peppard P, Palta M, et al. Population-based study of
sleep-disordered breathing as a risk factor for hypertension. Arch Intern
Med 1997;157:1746-52.

Morrell MJ , Finn L, Kim H, et al. Sleep fragmentation, awake blood
pressure, and sleep-disordered breathing in a population-based study.
Am J Respir Crit Care Med 2000;162:2091-6.

Nieto FJ, Young TB, Lind BK, et al. Association of sleep-disordered
breathing, sleep apnea, and hypertension in a large community-based
study. Sleep Heart Health Study. JAMA 2000;283:1829-36.

Mathur R, Douglas NJ. Frequency of EEG arousals from nocturnal
sleep in normal subjects. Sleep 1995;18:330-3.

Stradling JR , Barbour C, Glennon J, et al. Which aspects of breathing
during sleep influence the overnight fall of blood pressure in a
community population? Thorax 2000;55:393-8.

Young T, Finn L, Hla KM, et al. Snoring as part of a dose-response
relationship between sleep-disordered breathing and blood pressure.
Sleep 1996;19:5202-5.

Bixler EO, Vgontzas AN, Lin HM, et al. Association of hypertension and
sleep-disordered breathing. Arch Intern Med 2000;160:2289-95.
MacMahon S, Peto R, Cutler J, et al. Blood pressure, stroke, and
coronary heart disease. Part 1. Prolonged differences in blood pressure:
prospective observational studies corrected for the regression dilution
bias. Lancet 1990;335:765-74.

Davies CWH, Crosby JH, Mullins RL, et al. Magnetic resonance image
defined subclinical cerebrovascular damage in patients with obstructive
sleep apnoea and normal matched control subjects. Am J Respir Crit
Care Med 2000;161:A27.

www. thoraxjnl.com

ii49

‘wbuAdoa Ag parosroid 1senb Aq $20z ‘sz |dy uo jwodfwg xeloyy/:dny woly papeojumoq "TO0Z Jagqwardas T uo se paysiignd 1Sy :xeloy L


http://thorax.bmj.com/

